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The Boston Roundtable counted on the support and collaboration of the Office of State
Senator Karen Spilka and Senator William Brownsberger and many local, Boston-based
organizations, US, and international organisations.
The event was made possible by the collaboration of individuals and organisations
From the US
Suffolk University, Boston Police Department, Boston Sports Museum, YMCA of Greater
Boston, University of Connecticut & Husky Sport, Harvard University, Brown University,
Georgetown University, Olympism4Humanity , DEPLOY/US Climate Initiative, Tufts University,
Muslim Women Lawyers For Human Rights, Bob Bigelow, The Grassroot Project,
America SCORES Boston, Dunkin Donuts
From Africa
The Africa Peace and Security Programme, Institute for Peace and Security Studies, Addis Ababa
University, Ethiopia, the Peace Initiative Network Nigeria, the Western Cape Network for
Community , Peace and Development, South Africa, Department for Sport and Recreation,
South Africa and the Foundation for Sport, Development and Peace, South Africa.
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Introduction
The Host
1st Boston Sport and Peace Roundtable was hosted by the Office of State Senator Karen Spilka
and Senator William Brownsberger and endorsed by the United Nations Office on Sport for
Development and Peace and the Ministry for Sport and Recreation, South Africa as well as
Goodwill Ambassador of the City of Marathon, Dimitris Kyriakides.

The Organisers
The Foundation for Sport Development and Peace
The Foundation for Sport Development and Peace is a non-profit, non-governmental
organisation engaged in sport, development and peace and promoting Universal and Olympic
Values of friendship, joy of effort, fair play, respect, excellence and balance of body, spirit, will
and mind for social change and the development of a better society.
The aims and objectives of the Foundation are
1. To understand, advocate and promote sport and Universal and Olympic Values as tools
for development, social change and peace at a community level and society at large;
2. To create and strengthen networks and develop partnerships to improve cooperation,
capacity building and implementation;
3. To facilitate the transfer of related knowledge, skills and resources in the relevant fields
4. To facilitate public and institutional awareness, personal development, education and
training in support of sport as a tool for development, social change and peace and of
Universal and Olympic Values;

The Foundation’s mission is to contribute to the understanding and promotion /advancement
of sport as a tool for development, social change and peace through advocacy, education/
training, community engagement and high quality research AND to the understanding ,
appreciation and application of the Olympic values to advance the physical, social and
economic development and wellbeing of our communities.
The Foundation formed a Boston Organizing Committee in order to help with the planning and
implementation. The Committee members reflected the values of the Foundation and brought
international and local perspectives to the planning process.
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They shared the passion to use sport as a vehicle for social inclusion and for building a better
society in South Africa, Africa the US and beyond
The 1st Boston Sport and Peace Roundtable welcomed 53 delegates from 7 countries and many
disciplines on 10 April 2015 at the Great Hall in the State House, in Boston, Massachusetts
The Roundtable topic this year was “Global Visions – Global Legacies – Sport and Peace”
Building on the 1st Cape Town Sport and Peace Conference held on the occasion of the Cape
Town, Marathon in South Africa and World Peace Day in 2014, the 1st Boston Roundtable for
Sport and Peace was dedicated to promoting awareness and visibility of sport as a means of
building peace within communities, and for youth more specifically.
The event was free and open to the public with advanced registration.

Aims and Objectives
In the season of the Boston Marathon and the International Day for Sport, Development, and
Peace the 1st Boston Sport and Peace Roundtable sought to promote sport and peace
worldwide.
The aim of the Roundtable was to create a forum for exchange and to bring representatives
from civil society, business, education, and policy makers together to share experiences
promote communication and exchange of information to strengthen the vision of using sport,
recreation, Olympic values as vehicles to build peaceful communities and a better society. The
Roundtable created an opportunity to share experiences, from local or global, and build
relationships to further the practice of sport and peace.
In an interactive format the 1st Boston Sport and Peace Roundtable addressed 4 key questions:
1. What are the challenges young people face in navigating a world of increasing conflict
and turmoil?
2. What are the opportunities for communities of practise for Sport to address the
challenges facing youth, communities, and nations?
3. What can we learn from examples from around the globe of successful sport for social
change and peace building initiatives?
4. Cooperation and networking around the world: How can we jointly use Sport to create
positive alternatives that celebrate diversities and counter violence and divisions?
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The Roundtable had a strong emphasis on youth and local communities. Much conversation
took place with the objective of encouraging NGOs, government, schools, tertiary institutions,
clubs and federations to include youth in sport and peace initiatives. This could happen through
Olympic and Paralympic value education and positive sports role models.
The Roundtable organisers aimed to ignite collaboration in the focus area of sport and peace
taking into consideration the history and meaning of the Boston Marathon as well as the
Olympic and Paralympic Values based on the fundamental Principle of Olympism which is:

To place sport at the service
of the harmonious development of humankind,
with a view to promoting a peaceful society
concerned with the preservation of human dignity

The Roundtable brought together an extraordinary group of people comprising of
representative from government, civil society , NGOs, academia, business, police, university
students and stakeholders from the US and Africa to discuss the many ways sport can be used as
a vehicle to build peaceful communities and social inclusion. The Roundtable emphasized the
creation of global links that can serve to empower young people through innovative
programming and collaboration between schools, non-governmental organisations and
federations.

Keynote Speakers, Chairs and Panellists included:
William Brownsberger, Massachusetts State Senator (D)
Wilfried Lemke, (Special Message) UN Advisor on Sport for Development and Peace
Min. Gert Oosthuizen, Deputy Minister of the Department of Sport and Recreation in South
Africa; Chairperson of the UN Office on Sport for Development and Peace International Working
Group on Sport and Peace.
Kenneth Brissette, Director, Mayor’s Office of Tourism, Sport and Entertainment, City of Boston
Dimitris Kyriakides, (Special Message), Son of marathoner and Greek national hero Stylianos
Kyriakides. Honorary citizen of the city of Hopkinton, Massachusetts and a Goodwill
Ambassador of the City of Marathon, Greece.
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Dr. Amr Abdalla, Senior Advisor on Policy Analysis and Research, The Africa Peace and Security
Programme Institute for Peace and Security Studies, Addis Ababa University; Senior Advisor on
Conflict Resolution , Karamah Muslim Women Lawyers For Human Rights, Washington D. C.
Nora Baston, Deputy Superintendent Boston Police Department
Jessica Berns, Independent Consultant & Boston Roundtable Organising Committee Coordinator
Robert S. "Bob" Bigelow, Retired American basketball player in the National Basketball
Association (NBA), sports educator and author of the 2001 book Just Let the Kids Play.
Dr. Cheri Blauwet, Paralympian (2000, 2004, 2008) and 2 times New York (2002 and 2003) and
Boston (2004, 2005) marathon winner, Doctor of Sport Medicine at Harvard Medical School.
Dr. Jennifer Bruening, Professor and Department Head, Department of Educational Leadership,
and Director of Husky Sport.
Danielle De Rosa, Program Coordinator, Global Training and Development Institute, University
of Connecticut.
Bill Galatis, Former Museum Executive Director and Current Trustee, Boston Sports Museum
Robert Lewis Jr., President and Founder of The BASE and The Boston Astros
Mark Moniz, Program Manager, America SCORES Boston.
James Morton, President and CEO, YMCA Greater Boston.
James Nelson, Director of Athletics Emeritus, Suffolk University.
Melissa Otterbein, Programme Manager, The Grassroot Project.
Rodrigo Stein, Program Manager,The Grassroot Project.
Dr. Andrea Strimling Yodsampa, CEO, DEPLOY/US Climate Initiative and Senior Researcher,
Tufts University.
Dr. Joshua Weiss, Senior Fellow at the Harvard Negotiation Project. Co-founder, Global
Negotiation Initiative at the Program on Negotiation at Harvard Law School.
Eli Wolf, Soccer Paralympian (1996, 2004), Director of Sport & Development, Brown University.
Nariman Laattoe, Advisory Board Member Foundation for Sport, Development and Peace and
Chairperson, Western Cape Network for Community, Peace and Development, South Africa.
Dr. Marion Keim Lees, Chairperson, Foundation for Sport, Development and Peace and
Director, Interdisciplinary Centre for Sport Science and Development, University of the Western
Cape South Africa.
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1st Boston Sport and Peace Roundtable Programme
10 April 2015
State House, Boston, Massachusetts

ROUNDTABLE PROGRAMME
FRIDAY 10 April 2015

08h30 – 09h00

Registration

09h00 – 09.10

Welcome and Introduction
Senator William Brownsberger

09h10– 09h40

Opening Address: UN Chair for Sport and Peace : Deputy Minister, Sport and
Recreation South Africa, Min. Gert Oosthuizen
A Global Vision on Sport, Peace and Development

0940h– 09h50

Welcome by the City of Boston
Mr. Kenneth Brissette
Director, Mayor’s Office of Tourism, Sport and Entertainment

09h50-10h05

Context and Purpose of the Roundtable
Dr. Marion Keim Lees
Chairperson, Foundation for Sport, Development and Peace

10h05 - 10h20

Keynote Address : Dr. Amr Abdalla
Institute for Peace and Security Studies, Addis Ababa University
Senior Advisory on Conflict Resolution , Karamah (Muslim Women Lawyers For
Human Rights), Washington D. C.
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10h20 -10h30

Messages from
Wilfried Lemke, United Nations’ Special Advisor on Sport for Development and
Peace, Geneva
Dimitris Kyriakides, Goodwill Ambassador, City of Marathon, Greece

Roundtable 1
10.30 - 11.45
What are the challenges young people face in navigating a world of increasing conflict and turmoil?
Chair: Dr. Andrea Strimling Yodsampa (DEPLOY/US)
Dr. Cheri Blauwet (Paralympian & Marathon Winner), James Morton (YMCA, Greater Boston) ,
Bill Galatis ( Boston Sports Museum), Deputy-Superintendent Nora Baston (Boston Police Dept.)
Roundtable 2
11.45 – 1.00 pm
What are the opportunities for communites of practise for Sport to address the challenges facing youth,
communities and nations?
Chair: Jessica Berns (Organising Committee)
Eli Wolf (Brown University), Rodrigo Stein (The Grassroots Project), Robert Lewis Jr., (The BASE and The Boston
Astros), Dr. Jennifer Bruening (UConn and Husky Sport)
Lunch
1pm -1.45pm
Roundtable 3
1.45pm - 3pm
What are the lessons of experience from examples from around the globe of successful Sport for social change and
peace building initiatives ?
Chair: Nariman Laattoe (Foundation & WC Network)
Melissa Otterbein (Grassroots-Rwanda), Danielle De Rosa (UConn), Mark Moniz, (America SCORES)
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Roundtable 4
3pm - 4.15 pm
Cooperation and networking around the world: How can we jointly use Sport to create positive alternatives that
celebrate diversities and counter violence and divisions ?
Chair : Min. Gert Oosthuizen (UN Chair IWG, SDP)
Jim Nelson, (Suffolk University), Bob Bigelow, Dr. Joshua Weiss (Harvard University),
Nariman Laattoe (Foundation & WC Network)
Conclusion and Closure
4.15pm - 4.30pm
Dr. Amr Abdalla and Dr. Marion Keim Lees

Proceedings
The Roundtable itself was characterised by morning plenary sessions with presentations and discussions
on local, regional views and international practices and with afternoon panel sessions which focussed
around the four key questions.
The morning plenary session saw presentations from the regional and international government
representatives, the Senate and the City of Boston and from the National Sports Ministry of South
Africa, in the capacity of United Nations Working Group Chair on Sport and Peace. Local and
international perspectives from invited delegates from Boston, Washington New York, South Africa and
Africa including South Africa, Ethiopia, Egypt and beyond were discussed. Experiences from projects
and practises of local universities, NGOs, local sporting organisations, police, media, youth
organisations, as well as national and international Paralympians and sport and peace ambassadors and
the Special Advisor on Sport for Development and Peace at the United Nation’s office were shared.
Please see programme on Pages 10/11 for further details.
The Roundtable was a dynamic mix of representatives from local, national and international
stakeholders, sportsmen and women, businesspersons, researchers, educators, policy makers,
community leaders, youth leaders, seasoned campaigners and practitioners alike.
Each of the panels in the afternoon hosted four speakers and one chair sharing experiences of a more
practical nature. During these panel sessions delegates unpacked the challenges they face in bringing
about a meaningful difference in their field of expertise and shared good practices and commonalities of
failures and successes as well as personal stories.
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PENARY
Morning Session
After a light breakfast sponsored by Bill Galatis and Dunkin Donuts the proceedings started.
The Roundtable was opened with a warm welcome by Marion Keim thanking the Senator Karen Spika
and Senator Brownsberger for hosting the 1st Boston Sport and Peace Roundtable in the State House
and outlining the significance of having this event on the occasion of International Day for Sport,
Development and Peace, the upcoming Boston Marathon, and the possibility of the Olympics on the
horizon for the City. Senator William Brownsberger welcomed all participants to the State House, also
on behalf of Senator Spilka. He gave a special welcome to South African Deputy- Minister Gert
Oosthuizen, Consul Bernard Legodi and Kenneth Brissette from Mayor’s Office, City of Boston and
stressed the importance of the theme of the sport and peace event. He then introduced the first
Keynote speaker, South African Deputy- Minister and UN Chair (IWG) for Sport and Peace, Min. Gert
Oosthuizen.

The first Address was delivered by Deputy Minister Gert Oosthuizen in his capacity as UN Working
Group Chair on Sport and Peace deliberating on the Topic: “Global Visions – Global Legacies: Sport and
Peace“ ensuring the audience of the importance of this portfolio not only for South Africa and the
African continent but globally. He maintained that the modern sport for development and peace
movement does not involve just one sector but has grown to become an international movement that
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embraces a broad cross-section of stakeholders from government, local and international nongovernmental organizations, the sports community, multi-lateral institutions, and academia.
It is therefore essential, Deputy Minister says, to initiate actions that we maximise the potential of sport
in promoting sports development and peace building. The contributions of this Roundtable in promoting
sport for development and peace is therefore of global importance and should not be underestimated,
the Deputy Minister stresses ( see www.foundationforsportanddevelopmentandpeace.com).

Mr. Kenneth Brissette, Director, Mayor’s Office of Tourism, Sport and Entertainment, City of Boston
welcomed all present on behalf of the City of Boston and introduced Dr. Marion Keim Chairperson,
Foundation for Sport, Development and Peace who set the context and elaborated on the purpose
of the Roundtable.

Marion started with a quote by Nelson Mandela:
“Sport has the power, to change the world.
It has the power to inspire, it has the power to unite people in a way that little else does.
It speaks to youth in a language they understand.
Sport can create hope where once was only despair.
It is more powerful than governments in breaking down racial barriers.
It laughs in the face of all types of discrimination.”
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Nelson Mandela

She gave a background of the Cape Town Conference for Sport and Peace and then subsequently how
the idea for the Boston the Round table started and Dimitris Kyriakides pivotal role in that regard.
She then elaborated on the purpose of the Roundtable: looking at our countries and the world at this
moment in time and our history - and asking: “Are we truly committed to being a peaceful species and
willing to walk our talk and do what it takes to have peace throughout the globe?”
Acknowledging that we live in a new time where we are connected differently through new
technologies and that allow us to interact , to work together and to create collectively as never before
she suggests that rather than looking to a single visionary perhaps now is the time where we look for
ways to join together as never before and collectively create that vision that will take us forward to
becoming something better.
We need new visions, collectively built and supported through new media that are creating new spaces
for our collective voices. The Foundation invited therefore people involved in Peace and Development
and in Sport for social change as it believes we have a responsibility and with Sport we have an
additional tool for our youth that makes us to stand up for inclusion regardless of difference, true
equality and respect and tolerance for the many differences that exist between us.
The Foundation believes to leave a true legacy for our next generation is our mandate and our vision, o
include sport as a tool for development and peace is our responsibility, to collaborate in a meaningful
and carefully coordinated way to achieve this legacy, is our challenge! She then invited everyone to
participate in the journey to achieve this legacy with the Boston Roundtable as one step in that
direction.

She then introduced the second Keynote speaker Dr. Amr Abdalla, Senior Advisory on Conflict
Resolution, Institute for Peace and Security Studies, Addis Ababa University and Karamah (Muslim
Women Lawyers For Human Rights, Washington D. C ) who gave an in-depth presentation about conflict
and the role of sport in Africa and beyond. He shared examples of the role sports have played to
advance peace. He shared real-life stories from Bangladesh and Kenya/Uganda to illustrate the
significance of sports to peacemaking and peacebuilding. He also discussed how sports has been used
as the core theme in TV dramas worldwide to help build bridges of understanding in divided
societies. He asserted the importance of sports to the field of peace and conflict studies, and suggested
that specialized academic programs in the area of sports and peace, such as the Master’s Degree
Program offered by the University of Monaco, should be replicated in order to prepare more
professionals in that important field.
Marion thanked Dr Abdalla and mentioned a further example of an International Postgraduate Diploma
in Sport, Development and Peace offered by the University of the Western Cape, South Africa.
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Dr. Amr Abdalla‘s address was followed by 2 Special Messages.
The first one was a video clip of Mr Dimitris Kyriakides, Goodwill Ambassador of the City of Marathon,
Greece. Mr Kyriakides conveyed the greetings via video clip as he was unfortunately not able to attend
the Roundtable this year but assured the audience that he was present in spirit.

(Photo taken at the Cape Town Sport and Peace Conference Sept. 2014)
13

In his video presentation Mr. Kyriakides gave homage to his father Stylianos Kyriakides, a symbol of
sport and humanness and the Marathon Winner of Boston of 1946.It was Dimitris Kyriakides who in the
spirit of his father built a bridge from ancient to modern, from the City of Marathon in Greece, the birth
place of the Marathon, to the City of Cape Town attending and presenting the Keynote at the first Cape
Town Marathon and Peace Conference in September 2014 and linking both to the City of Boston. He
was stressing the importance of using sport for good, for giving back, being a role model and inspiring
the next generation as his father did his whole life.
The plenary session concluded with a message sent to the organisers from Mr. Wilfried Lemke, United
Nations’ Special Advisor on Sport for Development and Peace. His message was read by Ms Nariman
Laattoe, Board Member of the Foundation for Sport, Development & Peace.
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Special Adviser to the United Nations SecretaryGeneral
on Sport for Development and Peace
MESSAGE TO THE 1ST BOSTON SPORT AND
PEACE ROUNDTABLE

State House, Boston, Massachusetts
Friday, 10 April 2015

I am pleased to convey my warmest greetings to all participants of the 1st Boston Sport and
Peace Roundtable.
The United Nations considers sport to be a powerful tool to promote education, health, development
and peace. Sport unites people of all social classes, cultures, religions and backgrounds in a positive and
educational way.
As the Special Adviser to the United Nations Secretary-General on Sport for Development and Peace,
I congratulate the Foundation for Sport, Development and Peace and its partners in Africa and the US
for hosting the 1st Boston Sport and Peace Roundtable on the occasion of the Boston Marathon and in
line with the 2nd International Day of Sport for Development and Peace.
It is to my great delight to see now the continuation of this initiative, which began in Cape Town, South
Africa in September 2014 with the 1st Cape Town Sport and Peace Conference on the occasion of the
Cape Town Marathon and World Peace Day.
This initiative is dedicated to promoting awareness and visibility of sport as a means of building peace
for youth and communities. In my view it constitutes an excellent example of a concrete application of
sport as a tool for development and peace building-efforts, value education and leadership worldwide.
I admire the efforts of the Organisers and encourage them and organisations alike to continue to bring
together different stakeholders to discuss how sport can be used as a vehicle to build peaceful
communities.
I am convinced that such initiatives help to create and sustain global synergies that will empower young
people through innovative programming and cooperating with schools, non-governmental organisations
and federations.
I wish the Organisers of this 1st Boston Sport and Peace Roundtable, the Foundation for Sport,
Development and Peace as well as their partners every success and look forward to hearing about the
positive and encouraging outcomes of this event and their work beyond.
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Panels
The Conference had in addition to presentations four panels which gave an opportunity to discuss,
exchange and share experiences in the field. The next session constituted of the first Plenary Session.

ROUNDTABLE 1
The first panel asked: What are the challenges young people face in navigating a world of increasing
conflict and turmoil? The Panel was chaired by Dr. Andrea Strimling Yodsampa (DEPLOY/US) and
panellists included Dr. Cheri Blauwet (Paralympian & Marathon Winner), James Morton (YMCA, Greater
Boston), Bill Galatis (Boston Sports Museum), Deputy-Superintendent Nora Baston, Boston Police Dept.
Outcomes - Roundtable 1
1. What are the challenges young people face in navigating a world of increasing conflict and
turmoil?










Challenges identified by the panel and audience include:
Isolation
Poor self- image
Peer pressure, and fear of youth that not joining a gang would mean not to be safe and here
sport can be part of the answer.
Economic challenges, especially unemployment, e.g that the jobs are needed by the parents but
youth also need to be given an opportunity to make some money.
Bullying
Lack of inclusion and social stigma which creates a sense of disfranchisement especially but not
exclusively for young people with disabilities
Lack of mentorship
Lack of caring adults who assist with questions around belonging, gangs teenage pregnancy,
college, jobs etc.

Questions and discussion with the audience on addressed problems of youth e.g. obesity and eating
disorders, resilience, disability, role of mentorship , how to become a leader, lack of involvement of
parents, building of trust and the role of the media as well as unemployment and economic challenges.
Bill Galatis believes that social progress lags behind economic success and that we need to create greater
opportunities, he refers to an article of the Boston Globe of 9 April 2015.
Comments and reflections from presenters and audience illustrated that there is a lack of understanding
amongst peers and adults for youth of what it really means to be stigmatised for different reasons.
Stories shared by various speakers and participants from the audience illustrated that sport is often the
one thing that turns around people’s self-concept and teaches them that they actually can achieve
something.
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According to Deputy Superintendent Colm Lydon, “Everyone you meet is fighting a battle you know
nothing about, so be kind!”
It was stressed that all youth understand sport. When one brings sport into the equation, be it baseball
or basketball or other sporting activities, negativity and differences are quickly put aside.
As a police officer Deputy Superintendent Nora Baston gave us an insight in her life and told us she
drives around with basketballs in the backseat of her car. The main strategy for her is to focus on how to
create relationships, how to include our communities more. She feels that the youth allow her to play
and that brings her one step closer to their challenges. She brought other officers with her and together
their strategy is to use sport to prevent violence on a daily basis.
It was felt that we all have moments where we feel being a minority due to gender, race, ethnicity,
abilities Cheri Blauwet believes that in those moments Sport creates a sense of inclusion, which can
outrun conflict in the long run.
James Morton identified the challenges facing youth today, isolation, peer pressure to join gangs,
youth unemployment, bullying, lack of caring adults who assist with questions around belonging, gangs
teenage pregnancy, college, jobs etc. In his view people are resilient but their resilience needs to be
nurtured by caring adults.

Roundtable Session 1 highlighted the following main needs :





The importance of building relationships with youth to enable us to better understand young
people who go through violence and trauma.
The importance of conversations with the youth
Giving young people the voice for solutions.
Understanding that there is a resilience of young people but their resilience needs to be
nurtured by caring adults

The main strategy for the way forward should therefore focus on how to create relationships, how to
better include adults , how to include our communities and how to include more play which allows a
sense of achievement and joy for the youth and adults and brings adults one step closer to
comprehend the challenges young people face today.

This first Roundtable was chaired by Dr. Andrea Strimling Yodsampa, CEO, DEPLOY/US Climate
Initiative and Senior Researcher, Tufts University who facilitated an exciting discussion session and
concluded by highlighting the power of stories and the powerful application that sport has as discussed
in this session. In her opinion the inter-generational dynamics including social media, relationships and
multifaceted networks, building Networks and sharing stories were seen as most essential by this panel.
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ROUNDTABLE 2
Chaired by Jessica Berns, Boston local Organising Committee Coordinator, Roundtable 2 dealt with
the question : What are the opportunities for communities of practise for Sport to address the
challenges facing youth, communities and nations?
Panellists included Eli Wolf (Brown University), Rodrigo Stein (The Grassroots Project), Robert Lewis
Jr., (The BASE and The Boston Astros), Dr. Jennifer Bruening (Uconn and Husky Sport)
Panel 2 discussed communities of practise such as students, universities, NGOs and training academies
for sport and education. Eli Wolf and Dr. Bruening highlighted the role universities can play in the field
by their own examples of Brown University and Husky Sport. Rodrigo Stein gave examples of student
athletes as well as grassroots programmes highlighting social issues such as HIV and the need for youth
leadership by programmes focusing on high schools and student athletes. Panel member Robert Lewis
Jr. stressed that ”Excellence is the new minimum for success.” In his opinion “Every child has the right to
be educated and that young people are only as great as the perceptions we have of them .We should
therefore not call children disadvantaged as they are not, we make them.” Questions were raised
whether it would be not more useful to evaluate the adults instead of the youth.
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Roundtable Session 2 highlighted the following:
The importance of collaboration
The advantage of sport over video games
Sport’s power of inclusion
Identified needs:
The need to bring conflict resolution skills into the classroom
The need for more local commitment
The need to create a culture of success
The need to work more collaboratively and interdisciplinary
The morning plenary session was aptly concluded with a very interactive discussion with the panellists
and the audience led by Jessica who stressed the need for more local involvement at forums like this
one which mirrors a trend in the peacebuilding field where local communities are driving initiatives
forward.
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ROUNDTABLE 3
After lunch Roundtable 3 chaired by Nariman Laattoe (Foundation & WC Network) with panellists
Melissa Otterbein (Grassroots-Rwanda), Danielle De Rosa (UConn), Mark Moniz, (America SCORES)
addressed the question: What are the lessons of experience from examples from around the globe of
successful Sport for social change and peace building initiatives ?

While Melissa set the tone by referring to various research initiatives and publications in the
field , Mark shared his exchange visit to South Africa as part of the US state department
programme. He elaborated on his SA experience and stressed the resilience of the youth.
Danielle gave an overviews and shared insights of Uconn’s international exchange visits the
last one being the International exchange with Uconn and South Africa.
The joint notion was that there is a big need for social change, we need sport and to continue
to learn from each other.
Roundtable Session 3 highlighted the following :









The importance of research including M&E of programmes
Sharing and learning from each other
Building global networks
Resilience of the youth
Importance and learning experiences from international exchange such as UConnSA by the State Department and University of Connecticut
Need for social change,
Continue to learn from each other
Be aware of the “Do no Harm” approach of the development and peacebuilding
field.
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ROUNDTABLE 4
The fourth Roundtable on Cooperation and networking around the world: How can we jointly use
Sport to create positive alternatives that celebrate diversities and counter violence and divisions ? was
chaired by Deputy Min. Gert Oosthuizen (UN Chair IWG, SDP).Panellists included Jim Nelson, (Suffolk
University), Bob Bigelow, Dr. Joshua Weiss (Harvard University), and Nariman Laattoe (Foundation &
WC Network).
Jim Nelson reminded us of ‘respice – prospice’, to look back wards in order to look forward and gave
an interesting historic overview of Modern Olympic Games , of the Marathon and including significant
statutes Dr. Joshua Weiss shared his views by giving an insightful overview of his negotiation
experience and the Abraham’s Path initiative. Bob Bigelow made a passionate plea to let the children
play but stressed that also we as adults need more play. The topic on athletes as role model was
further discussed and Min Oosthuizen warned that we have to be careful not to expect too much from
athletes as role models.
The Roundtable discussed opportunities and challenges for networking in the area of sport for peace
and development through exciting and informative Panels and Plenary Discussion with chairs, and
panellists and participants. Initiatives for youth and community development were discussed through
the lens of elite athletes, NGOs , Government, academia, funders and civil society networks such as the
Western Cape Network for Community Peace and Development (WCNCPD).
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Summary of main outcomes
1. Acknowledge the challenges we face locally and globally and the need for social change;
2. Concentrate on the growth and transformation of individuals and explore ways and means to
improve in that regard :
3. Raise awareness on exclusion and social stigma which creates a sense of disfranchisement
especially but not exclusively for young people with disabilities.
4. More mentorship and caring adults are needed who assist with questions around belonging,
gangs, bullying, teenage pregnancy, college, jobs etc.
5. The role of the police is not an isolated one and we need to strive for more collaboration
6. The Media needs to be more involved, more prepared to report on sport and peace activities and
events. Awareness raising and involvement of media is therefore crucial.
7. Awareness raising and involvement of more business is needed to face economic challenges,
especially youth unemployment.
8. Awareness needs to be raised for learning experiences from international exchange such as
UConn.
9. Our work needs to be multi-sectoral and multicultural
10. Proper research and evaluation is needed for SDP
11. We need to act locally and with a global perspective
12. Building closer ties between global South and Global North , in our case, US- Africa relationships,
is crucial as we share the same challenges and the world has become much more connected
We need
To advocate for Sport as a tool of peace and development and we need to include














Universal values
The voice of youth and their stories
Conflict resolution and peacebuilding skills into the classroom
Media
Police and other government agencies
Athletes as Role Models
Parents and coaches and adults
Importance and learning experiences from international exchanges such as UConn
Listen more to others stories
More play than competitive sport
More coordination of activities for better output
Awareness of the “Do not harm policy”
Lessons from experiences should be documented and shared.

The Roundtable highlighted the powerful application that sport has particularly with regards to
fostering inclusion. The intergenerational dynamics including social media , relationships and
multifaceted networks, working more collaboratively and interdisciplinary and building Networks
and sharing stories were seen as most essential.
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Summary of Discussion and Recommendations
For sport to bring peace within and between individuals and communities, the sport policies,
programmes and projects we create must be a reflection of where we want to go, of who we want to
be, as people and as a nation and as a world.
We need to demonstrate collaboration. To make our shared vision for a better world and the role we
believe sport can play in it a reality , we must speak with one voice in making our case for sport and
peace and we must share a common commitment to deliver.
We need strong community partnerships and networks, a good sense of local identity and
international awareness and a high level of trust and support with local and global collaboration.
There is not one roadmap to peace- there are many. And it is the process of communities throughout
the world creating their own roadmaps in conjunction with others they are linked to around the globe
that will allow them to own peace and make peace their own in a new way that may just give us a
chance.

The challenges are enormous and the tasks ahead may appear daunting. But, the future of our
country and our people beckons us all to great deeds.
Let us move forward with vision, with courage and determination as we educate for empowerment.”
– Nelson Mandela -
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Feedback
The feedback received from the evaluation forms sent out to the Roundtable participants, in form of
emails as well as verbal feedback included the following:
The plenary and commission sessions were engaging and very well received.
Interest and commitment was expressed from delegates to engage in further developments of
joint initiatives
There is a sizeable body of academics and practitioners from sport, development, management,
public policy, government, peace and conflict studies, health, education etc that are willing to
engage and work together on developing this field of knowledge on Sport and Peace.

From the feedback forms and discussions a need was highlighted for
1. Regular encounters such as this Roundtable for exchange and collaboration;
2. Specific case studies that highlight the application of sport for peaceful cohesive communities
by governments, NGOs and private interest in the general furtherance of improving lives and a
commitment to development;
3. A better understanding of sport, development and peace;
4. Development of a wider array of analysis and to include those voices not given power so far;
5. Strengthen existing networks
6. Include youth advisory boards in organisations and events
7. Focus on institutional mechanisms to incorporate private, public, civil societies and sport
federations or fraternity;;
8. Creating a platform/forum to share case studies from the field;
9. Evaluation of existing sport and peace programmes;
10. Mainstreaming lessons from sport and peace case studies and good practice examples;
11. Capacity building of coaches, administrators and teachers, to make the link between sport and
peace;
12. Surveys and audits to monitor change towards healthy and peaceful behaviour;
13. Individuals and organisations in this field to take some creative risks in developing ways to
harness this momentum towards Sport and Peace highlighted by the Roundtable to maximize
the opportunity sports has to make a difference in the world before this mind set passes.
14. Annual Meeting which should be closer to the Marathon as part of the City’s events programme.
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What is possible in the short term?
The following could be a start:






Organisations who were present and participated in the panels would begin to write up the
information about their own organisations and list other organisations they think could be
involved.
Explore our own practice and understanding of concepts like collaboration and partnership.
Starting jointly a data base and mapping of the field of who is doing what in Boston.
Exchange and collaboration and joint preparation for the next Roundtable for 2016

Overall outcome and way forward
There is commitment demonstrated by the participants to continue the active networking and
collaboration on the topic, sharing and debating of topics related to the focus of the panel areas from
regional, national and international viewpoints as well as building on the collaboration and improved
understanding of the above issues and present them at the next Boston Roundtable on Sport and
Peace.
The Roundtable reflected the interests of those actors at both local and international levels and showed
the importance of gatherings such as this. The Roundtable showed that it is important to continuously
strengthen exchange between interested parties in support of sport and play aimed at promoting peace
and development, health and wellness. A regular/annual Boston Peace Roundtable will provide the
opportunity to showcase progress and to continue the networking and exchange as well as collaborative
initiatives.
With the joint efforts of the Roundtable participants, and under the auspices of the Boston and South
African Organising Committee of the Foundation for Sport, Development and Peace, we shall be
promoting sport and peace efforts in the respective focus areas and provide a regular platform for
exchange, research, training and community engagement. We therefore invite all participants and
interested parties, organisations and institutions to continue engaging with us in open dialogue and to
contribute to the development of sport and peace initiatives throughout the year.

Please contact Jessica if you want to get involved in the planning of the 2nd Boston Sport and
Peace Roundtable 2016.
Also, if you are interested to participate with a data base and mapping of who is doing what in the
Boston area on sport, development and peace which can be presented next year, please get involved.
Please contact our local Organising Committee Coordinator Jessica Berns: jbberns@yahoo.com
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Appreciation
No Conference can be successful without the support and commitment of wonderful people like those
who made this conference a reality. To this end we would like to express our appreciation to the
following:
We would like to thank all presenters (plenary, panel and commissions) and chairs.
To all other delegates, many thanks for sharing your body of knowledge and making the Roundtable
such a success. We would like to express our heartfelt appreciation on your willingness to promote sport
for peace and development at and after The 1st Boston Sport and Peace Roundtable.
Thanks to all present and this network of dedicated partners, the 1st Boston Sport and Peace
Roundtable was a wonderful event with meaningful outcomes, many of which will hopefully bear fruit
in the months and years to come. We had important discussions around youth and their challenges in
today’s world and the role sport plays and can play. The panels were active and interesting. We shared
our views in discussions and our stories after the panel sessions. There were discussions and exchanges
of the topics from national, regional and international viewpoints and a commitment to jointly take the
topics further through advocacy, training, research, community engagement and policy development.
We would like to thank all of you: hosts, participants, panellists, guest speakers, and chairs of each
panel.
A special thank you goes to our national and international guest speakers and chairs who set the tone
for many discussions.

Word of Thanks
On behalf of Nariman, Jessica and the Foundation board members back home in South Africa and in
Malawi
We wish to thank Senator Spilka for her openness to new ideas and for her support and her and Senator
Brownsberger’s belief in sport and for their hospitality.
The Mayor of Boston, for welcoming us to the City of Boston through the words of his representative,
Mr. Kenneth Brisette.
Thank you to Deputy Minister Oosthuizen for traveling with us to build the bridge from Cape Town to
Boston.
Thank you, Consul Bernard Legodi for your attendance and support.
To Dimitris Kyriakides and Mr. Lemke for their inspiring words and continuous and unwavering support.
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To Dr. Amr Abdalla for setting the tone and for his willingness to collaborate and support us in Africa
and the US and for sharing his international experience on peace and conflict and sharing with us
stories from Africa.
To Bill Galatis for the breakfast donation and sharing his story.
To Josh, Anna and Andrea for their commitment and support, and unique contributions.
To Bob, Cheri and Eli, athletes and role models who truly care.
To UConn, Danielle, Roy and also Mark from America Scores who became friends and with whom we
will build our projects in South Africa.
To Jim Nelson who supported us from the very beginning and to James Morton for reconnecting with
us now that he was appointed as CEO of YMCA in Boston.
To Deputy Superintendents Nora Baston and Deputy Superintendent Colm Lydon from the Boston
Police Department who gave powerful insights from the communities they work in.
To Rodrigo and Melissa who gave us a glimpse of their amazing work and experience in DC and beyond.
To all chairs and panellists for sharing your experiences so willingly and unconditionally and to the
audience who made the conversations rich with your challenging questions and valuable contributions,
To Jessica for her incredible support and assistance and we could not have a better local coordinator.
To the staff of the state House Meredith, Ayanna, Barbara, Jeanne and Rachel and all other staff that
assisted us in the event, including the caterers and security staff. And to anyone I might have forgotten.
Last but not least, I would like to thank my fellow board members who are my pillars, for their support,
guidance and care.
A heartfelt thank you to all for making our first Roundtable such a success and we are looking forward to
our interaction with you and to seeing you either in Cape Town in September 2015 or back in Boston in
2016.
Yours in Sport, Development and Peace
Marion
On behalf of the Foundation and the entire Organising Committee
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As the Foundation we believe that as people involved in Peace and Development and in Sport for social
change we have a responsibility and with Sport we have an additional tool for our youth that makes
us to stand up for inclusion regardless of difference, for true equality and respect and tolerance for the
many differences that exist between us.
We believe to leave a true legacy for our next generation is our mandate and our vision
To include sport as a tool for development and peace is our responsibility
To collaborate in a meaningful and carefully coordinated way to achieve this legacy, is our challenge!
We invite you all to participate in the journey to achieve this legacy.

"It is what difference we have made to the lives of others that will determine the significance
of the life we lead."
Nelson Mandela
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We are looking forward to working with you in Sport and
Peace and seeing you in April 2016
for the
2nd Boston Sport and Peace Roundtable

On the occasion of the
International Day for Sport Development and Peace and
the Boston Marathon
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Memories
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Thank you !

Foundation for Sport, Development and Peace
www.foundationforsportanddevelopmentandpeace.com
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